Carers Grant small funding
Toolkit for Applicants

Funding year 2010/11
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What is Carers Grant small funding?
Carers Grant small funding Grants offer an opportunity for Voluntary, Community and Faith Sector (VCFS) organisations to apply for funding in order to pilot and test out innovative carer and young carer project initiatives. Decisions are made by a representative group of the Lancashire Multi Agency Carers strategy group.
The Government recognises that caring can have a negative impact on a person’s health and well-being. This is why it introduced the Carers' Grant in 1999 to help councils to provide breaks and services for carers in England. Carers Grant funding is currently available until March 2011, beyond this, funding is uncertain. 
General Criteria for Carers Grant small funding
Who can apply?

If you are a VCFS organisation, working with local carers/young carers then Carers Grant small funding could be for you. As a group you will need to;

· have a constitution, set of rules, or articles of association in place

· have a group bank account (all payments are made by electronic transfer)
· be 'not for profit'
In addition to the above:

· your activity will directly benefit, and have clear, positive outcomes for carers/young carers in the district or districts to which you are applying
· If your application for funding is to support working directly with children or vulnerable adults, you MUST make clear the Safeguarding Adult/Children polices AND full Criminal Records Bureau clearance arrangements for the individuals involved in the project, both staff and volunteers.  The only exception to this is where parents accompany their own children
· the activity will help to build cohesive communities and promote social inclusion

· your organisation is committed to the principles of equality of opportunity. Larger organisations should have or be working towards an equal opportunities and inclusion policy
· your organisation is committed to the principles of sustainability. Larger organisations should have or be working towards an environmental policy
· your organisation is committed to involving carers and/or young carers in developing its activities and services
· the fund cannot support religious activity.
There is a minimum of £2,000 for the scheme, and a maximum amount of £15,000 that you can apply for. 
As well as the general criteria above, your activity must also directly contribute to delivering two or more of the Commissioning intentions in the Lancashire Multi-agency Carers Strategy.
· Does the project identify hidden carers?

· Does the project support the carer to have a break?

· Does the project support a carer with their health needs?

· Does this project support a carer with their emotional needs?

· Does this project provide relevant information to the carer to support them with their caring role?

· Does this project support the carer to gain or maintain employment?

· Does this project support carers around the personalisation process?

· Does this project support the carer to develop their learning?

· Does this project raise carer awareness amongst professionals and other non carer based organisations?

· Does this project signpost carers to other organisations for specific support?
· Does the project support Young Carers?

· Does the project support parent carers?

In addition, ALL applicants must include information about the future sustainability of the project and the long term benefit of the investment. 
The aim is to ensure the funding is split over the three Primary Care Trust districts, however, the priority is to ensure that projects are funded if they are innovative and meet the criteria above. 
Guidance for Completing the Application Form

It is important you take the time to read the guidance provided in this toolkit before completing your application form. We are not able to consider incomplete applications and therefore we ask that you check that you have answered all the questions before submitting your application.
In completing applications you are advised to have regard to the objectives/priorities in the Lancashire Multi agency Carers Strategy. 
 

How much funding is available? 

The total amount of funding Carers Grant small funding budget for 2010/11 is £90,000, which includes a percentage from Children and Young Peoples service. 
What will happen once we receive your application?

· The deadline for applications to be submitted is 28/2/10. Once we receive your application we'll check it to make sure that it meets the criteria.  We will acknowledge receipt of your form and if there are any problems with it we will let you know.
· If your application meets the criteria, it will be brought to the Multi Agency Carers Strategy funding board for discussion and decision. This board will take place in March 2010.
· Once a decision has been made, we will inform you within 28 days. If you have been successful, we'll send you a contract acceptance form to sign, which will include details of any monitoring information that we well need from you. If you have been unsuccessful, we will try our best to give you as much feedback as possible on the reasons why. 
· If you are successful, we will invite you to attend a half day workshop with other successful applicants to develop a shared understanding around our expectations and monitoring procedures. 

In addition, we will ask you to provide us with your organisations:

Health and Safety Policy

Constitution/set of rules

Business plan

Recent Annual Report

Safeguarding Adults/children policy (where appropriate)

Equal opportunities policy

Environmental policy

Complaints procedure A copy of a recent bank statement

A copy of the most recently published accounts

(audited where appropriate)

Monitoring of grants

We need to make sure that any grants that we give out have been spent properly and in accordance with the original application. After payment of the grant we will request information from you about what the money has been spent on and how the activities/services that you said you would provide have gone. Amongst the items that we will need will be copies of invoices and receipts up to the full value of the grant. We may also ask for additional evidence and could even come to visit you. All requirements will be set out in the offer letter and agreement
You will need to keep all receipts and documentation relating to the project for at least four years after the receipt of the grant and allow authorised representatives of the County Council to inspect them at any time. All successful applicants will be required to complete a short survey on their project once it is completed.
Contact details 

If you require any further information, further copies of the application form or toolkit or need help or advice in completing your application, please contact a member of the Lancashire County Council Carers Team:
	Carers Strategy Officer
Joanne Miller 
Telephone – 07775221258
Email – joanne.miller@lancashire.gov.uk

	Please return your completed application form to:

Carers Team
Room 226
East Cliff County Offices

Preston

PR1 3EA

	Carers Grant Monitoring Officer
Susan Liptrot
Telephone – 01772 532371
Email – susan.liptrot@lancashire.gov.uk

	

	Carers Grant Contract Officer
Joanne sherborne
Telephone – 01772 531427
Email –joanne.sherbourne@lancashire.gov.uk
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